COMM 2555: Interactive Digital Communication / Fall 2017
Lab 3: Intro to CSS

Goals

The goal of this lab is to start experimenting with CSS. You will start with an existing HTML web page page, add an
external stylesheet, then style your HTML, modifying the HTML file when needed. You will then submit your file to
eLearning.

Step 1. Setup

1.1. Create a new folder on the desktop, call it lab3_[your user name]. So, if your username were baggins, you'd call your folder
lab3_baggins . This is the folder where you will be working today.

1.2. Make sure your folder displays file name extensions.

1.3. Copy the HTML file into your lab3 folder (the file should be available on eLearning together with this lab description). Open it
in Notepad++ and in a browser. Here's what the browser will display:
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Interactive Digital Studies at UNI

What is .ids?
The .ids Major

The .ids major 1s a customizable program of study that can be personalized to vour own interests. [t consists of three foundation courses. any two digital
“bundles” of yvour choice. and a practicum.

The .ids Minor

The .ids minor 1s a great tech-fueled addition to any specialized major program of study. It consists of three foundation courses and one “bundle”™ of study.
The .ids Foundation

First our students take foundation classes i the "3 C's": Communication. Context. Culture.

Communication

Interactive Digital Communication (COMM 2555) gives vou a solid foundation m creative digital production skills and creative problem solving that vou'll
need for all vour other .1ds classes. This 1s where you will learn Photoshop to manipulate digital images. Dreamweaver and WordPress to master the design
and coding of websites. and After Effects to get a taste of motion graphics and animation.

But it's not just a skills class - You'll also leamn about visuval design. writing. and graphic design history to give you powerful visual communication
strategies to amplifv vour ability to articulate and communicate big ideas.

Content

Mass Communication and Society (COMM COR. 1010) acknowledges that every media mdustry has been drastically impacted by the Internet and the
digital turn. It combines discussions about the media. history and culture. and focuses on how both media industries and audiences create our shared
entertamment and mformation culture.

The core 1deas of this course are that a diverse media 15 essential to democracv. culture is an ongoing and cvelical process. and media convergence is the T




Step 2: Remove default styles

2.1. Before you start styling, it is best to remove the default browser styling - that way you start with a blank canvas.
Add a resest.css file to your folder; you may use this one: http://meyerweb.com/eric/tools/css/reset/reset.css

2.2. Link your reset.css to your web page. To do that, place the following code anywhere between the <head> </head> tags:
<link rel="stylesheet" href="reset.css">

Save your file, then refresh your browser. Here's what the browser will display:
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What 15 .1ds?

The .1ds Major

The .ids major 1s a customizable program of study that can be personalized to vour own interests. It consists of three foundation courses, any two digital
“bundles” of your choice. and a practicum.

The .ids Minor

The .ids minor 1s a great tech-fueled addition to any specialized major program of study. It consists of three foundation courses and one “bundle” of study.
The .ids Foundation

First our students take foundation classes i the "3 C's": Communication. Context. Culture.

Communication

Interactive Digital Communication (COMM 2535) gives vou a solid foundation m creative digital production skills and creative problem solving that vou'll
need for all vour other 1ds classes. This 1s where you will learn Photoshop to manipulate digital images. Dreamweaver and WordPress to master the design
and coding of websites, and After Effects to get a taste of motion graphics and anunation.

But it's not just a skills class - You'll also learn about visual design. writing. and graphic design history to give yvou powerful visual communication strategies
to amplify vour ability to articulate and communicate big ideas.

Content

Mass Communication and Society (COMM COR. 1010) acknowledges that every media industry has been drastically impacted by the Internet and the digital
turn. It combines discussions about the media. history and culture, and focuses on how both media industries and audiences create our shared entertainment
and information culture.

The core 1deas of this course are that a diverse media 15 essential to democracy. culture is an ongoing and cyclical process. and media convergence is the
future of mass communication.

Culture

Digital Culture and Communication (COMM 4544/5544) gets vou to begin thinking seriously about how the Web connects uvs. and what kinds of digital
innovations are shaping our future. You will learn about the Intemet as a positive. social networked sphere with a thriving creative comumons, but you will
also begin to see the dark side of our hyper-connected world: a digital culture plagued with questions about copyright. government and corporate controls.
and 1ssues about privacy and unethical digital citizenship. You will also begin to consider how a life increasingly connected to digital tools 1s affecting our
daily lives.

The .ids Bundles

What are Bundles?

Each IDS “bundle” 1s made up of five courses in eight different areas of emphasis. Each bundle 1s sponsored by a different UNI department. There are also
global bundles offered through partner institutions.

How do Bundles Work?

IDS majors select any two bundles - creating their own personalized program of study. Mmors select one bundle.

The .ids Practicum

This course 1s the culminating experience for the .1ds major. [t's an applied. project-based course that brings together .1ds Majors across the concentrations
into a tech-startup tvpe atmosphere where expectations are high. Working with a real client (within the University or the community). students collaborate on
a content-driven. mteractive online project that transforms (and makes accessible) the research of a UNI professor (e.g.. an expert in art history or
developmental psychology) or a UNI Institute (e.g.. UNI's Center for Energy and Environmental Education) into interactive digital media form.

The .1ds Practicum 1s a professionalization experience. where you apply all vour digital. collaboration. and project management, skills. plus a great deal of
creativity and critical thinking. to some really important content. and do 1t all under tight deadlines. Your work will generate a tangible portfolio piece as you
graduate from the University.

Student Life -

This is the content of your web page WITHOUT ANY STYLES applied. YOu removed the default browser styling, and now you
can specify your own styles from scratch.


http://meyerweb.com/eric/tools/css/reset/reset.css

Step 3: Start styling! Add some whitespace

3.1. In your folder, create a new text document, call it style.css . That's where you will define your styles.

3.2. Link your style.css to your web page. To do that, place the following code between the <head> </head> tags AFTER your
link to reset.css:

<link rel="stylesheet" href="style.css">

3.3. We will discuss margins in more detail in the coming weeks; for now, let's use them to add some much needed white space
around our HTML elements. Add the following code to your style.css file:

body {
margin: lem;

X

hl, h2, h3, hd, hb, hb, pn {
margin-top: lem;
margin-bhottom: lem;

Save your file, then refresh your browser. Here's what the browser will display:
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Interactive Digital Studies at UNI
What 15 1ds?
The .1ds Major

The 1ds major 15 a customizable program of study that can be personalized to yvour own interests. It consists of three foundation courses. any two digital
“bundles” of your choice, and a practicum.

The 1ds Minor

The .ids minor is a great tech-fueled addition to any specialized major program of study. It consists of three foundation courses and one “bundle” of
study.

The .ids Foundation

First our students take foundation classes m the "3 C's": Communication. Context. Culture.
Communication

Interactive Digital Communication (COMM 2555) gives vou a solid foundation m creative digital production skills and creative problem solving that
vou'll need for all vour other .1ds classes. This 1s where you will learn Photoshop to manipulate digital images. Dreamweaver and WordPress to master
the design and coding of websites. and After Effects to get a taste of motion graphics and anunation.

But it's not just a skills class - You'll also learn about visuval design. writing. and graphic design history to give vou powerful visual communication
strategies to amplify vour ability to articulate and communicate big ideas.

Content

Mass Communication and Society (COMM COR. 1010) acknowledges that every media mdustry has been drastically impacted by the Intemet and the
digital turn. It combines discussions about the media. history and culture. and focuses on how both media industries and audiences create our shared
entertainment and information culture.

The core 1deas of this course are that a diverse media 15 essential to democracy, culture 1s an ongoing and cyclical process. and media convergence is the
future of mass comMMUNICATION.

Culture

Digital Culture and Communication (COMM 4544/5544) gets you to begin thinking seriously about how the Web connects us, and what kinds of digital
innovations are shaping our future. You will learn about the Internet as a positive. social networked sphere with a thriving creative comumons. but yvou
will also begin to see the dark side of our hvper-connected world: a digital culture plasued with questions about copvright. sovernment and corporate
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Step 4. Style your font properties
4.1. Let's make the headings look like headings! First, we want them all to be bold. Our page uses 4 levels: hl thorough h4. Let's
make all of them bold:
hl, h2, h3, hd {
font-weight: bold;
}

Now let's make each heading a different size. You may choose your own scale, here's one option:

kil

font-=ize: 2em;

ke

font-=ize: 1.7em;

k3

font-=ize: 1.5em;

hd

font-=ize: 1.2em;

Save your file, then refresh your browser. Here's what the browser will display:
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Interactive Digital Studies at UNI

What is .ids?

The .ids Major

The .ids major is a customizable program of study that can be personalized to your own interests. It consists of three foundation courses, any two digital
“bundles” of your choice, and a practicum.

The .ids Minor

The 1ds minor 15 a great tech-fueled addition to any specialized major program of study. It consists of three foundation courses and one “bundle” of
study.

The .ids Foundation
First our students take foundation classes m the "3 C's": Communication. Context, Culture.

Communication

Interactive Digital Communication (COMM 2555) gives vou a solid foundation in creative digital production skills and creative problem solving that
vou'll need for all vour other ids classes. This 1s where you will leamn Photoshop to mamipulate digital unages. Dreamweaver and WordPress to master
the design and coding of websites, and After Effects to get a taste of motion graphics and animation.

But it's not just a skills class - You'll also learn about visual design. writing. and graphic design history to give you powerful visual communication
strategies to amplify yvour ability to articulate and communicate big 1deas

Content

Mass Communication and Soctety (COMM COR. 1010) acknowledges that every media industry has been drastically impacted by the Internet and the
digital turn. It combines discussions about the media, history and culture, and focuses on how both media mndustries and audiences create our shared -




Step 5: Experiment with font- and text- properties
Apply the following styles to any tags you like.

5.1. Try the following font and text properties:

e https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/CSS/font-weight

e https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/CSS/font-size

e https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/CSS/font-variant

suggested value to try: small-caps

e https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/CSS/font-style
suggested value to try: italic
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/CSS/text-align
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/CSS/text-indent
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/CSS/text-shadow
https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/CSS/text-transform

Step 6: Experiment with color
Apply the following styles to any tags you like.

5.1. Try the following properties:
e https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/CSS/background-color
e https://developer.mozilla.org/en-US/docs/Web/CSS/color

For values, use both text names and hex values (i.e., "red" is OK, "#FF0000" is OK too - make sure to use both).

Step 7: Experiment with selectors

So far, you have been applying your styles to all HTML elements of a given type. But you can do more fine-grained styling! Also,
we might want to apply the same style to a group of elements.

7.1. In your lab3.html file, let's group the following content:

1. "The .ids Major" heading and the following paragraph of text
"The .ids Minor" heading and the following paragraph of text
"The .ids Foundation" heading and the following paragraph of text
"Communication" heading and the following 2 paragraphs of text
"Content" heading and the following 2 paragraphs of text

akrwn

We do that by surrounding each group of elements with <div> and </div> tags. Also, let's give each div a class name (let's
use 3 class names, so we'll repeat two: <div class="stylel"> . Feel free to use any class name you like (remember, no
spaces!). Then use them in your style css to add some styling. Here's what | did:

.2tylel {
color: white:
background-color: red;

1
.style? {
color: yellow;!
background-color: green;
1
Btyvled {

color: pink;
background-ocolor: bloe:
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Here's what my web page looks like. Yours will look different - depending on what styles you have defined.
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What is .ids?

he .ids Major

he .1ds major 1s a customizable program of study that can be personalized to your own interests. It consists of three foundation courses, any two digital
“bundles” of your choice, and a practicum.

The .ids Minor

he .1ds minor 1s a great tech-fueled addition to any specialized major program of study. It consists of three foundation courses and one “bundle”™ of
study.

The .ids Foundation
[First our students take foundation classes e "3 C's": Communication, Context, Culture.

ommunication

Interactive Digital Communication (COMM 2555) gives you a solid foundation in creative digital production skills and ereative problem solving that
ou'll need for all your other .ids classes. This i1s where you will learn Photoshop to manipulate digital images. Dreamweaver and WordPress to master
the design and coding of websites, and Afier Effects to get a taste of motion graphics and amimation.

[But it's not just a skills class - You'll also leam about visual design, writing, and graphic design history to give you powerful visual communication
trategies to amplify your ability to articulate and communicate big ideas.

[Mass Communication and Society (COMM COR 1010) acknowledges that every media industry has been drastically impacted by the Internet and the
digital turn. It com_bi.nes dis_cus sions about the media, history and culture, and focuses on how both media industries and andiences create our shared <

Step 8

Finally, make sure your code validates:

Go to this web page https://jigsaw.w3.org/css-validator/#validate by upload . Upload your style.css file and check it for errors. If
you see any errors, check your code: you must have made a typo or missed a character. Repeat until there are no errors.

Final step: Submit your lab
Submit your lab3.html and your style.css files to eLearning (course content > labs > lab 3).

Congratulations, you're done!
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