COMM 2555: Interactive Digital Communication / Fall 2017
Lab 1: Getting started with HTML
Goals
●
●
●

Practice common HTML tags
Build nested lists
Build a table

In this lab you will build a web page using the provided textual content. You will add the necessary markup so that
your page looks like the provided screenshots.

Step 1. Setup
Go to our course web site, click the Resources link (on the right). Under the Code subheading you'll find a link to the
blank HTML template. Right-click that link, choose “save link as” (or "save target as") and save the file to your
computer. Give this file the name lab1.html (you may save it with its original name - template.html - and then rename
it).
Important: Make sure your filename contains no spaces and is all lowercase.

Step 2. Add your content
Open your lab1.html file in a text editor (Notepad++ or any other text editor). You will see that your file already
contains the minimum necessary HTML. It also contains a “link” to a file called style.css – that’s a stylesheet
reference we will discuss a week from now, so you may ignore it for this lab.
Download the file lab1.zip and unzip it (right click > extract all). You'll see the following files:
1. screenshot1.png
2. screenshot2.png
3. content.txt
The first two files are screenshots of the top and bottom part of the webpage you need to construct. Use them for
reference.
The third file is a plain text file that contains the content for your web page.
Copy and paste this content into your lab1.html file between the opening and closing body tags:

Save your file, then open your web page in a browser (just double-click the file icon and your default browser will
open it; if you are on Windows, I recommend Chrome or Firefox).
This is what your web page will look like:

Step 3. Add basic markup
Let's add some markup!
Start with adding the appropriate headings to your content (h1, h2, h3). Your content includes indentation to help you
choose what headings to use:
Interactive Digital Studies at UNI
The IDS Foundation
Communication
Content
Culture
The IDS Bundles
What are Bundles?

Sample Bundles
Calendar

Remember to add matching closing tags. Here is an example of what your code should look like:

Save your file, switch to the browser and refresh. This is what your page will look like:

Now add the following tags:
● paragraph tags <p> to the beginning of each line of text that does not have a heading tag (no closing tag
required)
● horizontal lines <hr> before each <h2> heading (no closing tag required)
● bold tags <b> to the names of the three bundles (closing tags are required)
Validate your code (use the W3 validator https://validator.w3.org/ - choose the Validate by File Upload tab).
Correct any errors before proceeding.

Step 4. Make the nested list
Time to make your list. Here is your goal:

You can see that your main list is an ordered list that has three list items. Each of these list items contains a nested
unordered list. One of these nested lists (CS 3110: Web Development Bundle) contains another nested list, and an
item of that list (Learn to use frameworks) contains yet another nested list.
How do you implement all this complexity? Easy!
1. Each list is surrounded by an opening and a matching closing list tag: <ul></ul> for unordered lists and
<ol></ol> for ordered lists.
2. Each list item starts with a list item tag: <li>. You do not need to use the closing </li> tag - it's optional and, in
my opinion, it adds clutter to your markup.
Use indentation to make your code more readable.

Important: Make sure you add a closing tag to each list. To make sure your lists are closed, place the cursor inside
the opening tag; Notepad++ will highlight the closing tag; a thin red line connecting the opening and closing tags will
highlight your list's boundaries, as in the following screenshot that shows part of the code you are writing:

Validate your code. Correct any errors before proceeding.

Step 5. Build the calendar
You need to build a 6x7 table to display a calendar for January 2017. You will use the top two rows for header
information marking weekdays and weekends. The the rest of the cells will contain the date; Tuesdays and
Thursdays will list the COMM 2555 class. Here's what your goal is:

As you remember, tables are specified rows-first:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

open table
open row
list all the row cells (for each cell: open cell, add content, close cell)
close row
move on top the next row and repeat steps 2-5 until you run out of rows
close table

A few things to note:
● Use the "border" attribute in the opening table tag: this will display the table gridlines.
● The two top rows are header rows, so we use <th> tags (table header) instead of <td> tags (table data).
● All rows except the top row contain 7 cells. The top row has only two cells: the first one (Weekdays) spans
five cells, the second one (Weekend) spans the remaining two. You use the "colspan" attribute to specify that.
Here's what it looks like in code (this is part of your table):

Don't forget to close your table using the closing table tag </table>.
Closing </th>, </td>, and </tr> tags are optional. However, I recommend you use them because if you have a
matching closing tag you can use Notepad++ syntax highlighting to help you see the boundaries of each cell, row,
and the table - like you did with the lists:

Validate your code. You will see a warning about using the border attribute with the table tag - you may ignore it.
Correct any errors before proceeding.

Submit your work
Submit your lab1.html file to eLearning:
https://bb9.uni.edu > log in with CatID > our course > Course Content > Labs > Lab 1

Congratulations, you're done!

